[Visible venous bloodflow in real-time abdominal sonography, possibly a sign of hepatitis B virus-induced, compensated immune hemolysis].
In 15 patients examined for the suspicion of hepatobiliary disease the venous blood flow was visible by the permanent circulation of soft particles in both the systemic and the portal veins with abdominal real-time ultrasonography. In order to clarify the background of the phenomenon there were extended laboratory examinations carried out. In the course of them the infectedness of the patients with Hepatitis-B virus, immune haemolysis and the disorder of the cellular immunity could be demonstrated. Similar visual phenomenon was found only in one patient suffering only from immune haemolysis, but no hepatic disease. The hepatic patients generally do not show the phenomenon. On the basis of these it is presumed that visible venous flow in real-time abdominal ultrasonography may be a sign of compensated immune haemolysis induced by Hepatitis-B virus infection.